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MCF HAPPENINGS 

ABOUT MCF 

Serving the Mequon Community to Enhance Our Quality of Life 

The Mequon Community Foundation (MCF), 
formed in 1999, provides a resource to 
undertake projects that enhance the quality of 
life in the city.  Since its founding MCF has 
raised and distributed over $600,000 through 
the charitable giving of the generous residents 
and businesses of Mequon.   

WWW.MCFGIVES.ORG 

CONNECT 

Save the date Tuesday,  June 6, 
2017: sixth annual Pillars of the   
Community luncheon. 
 
Visit our website:  
www.MCFgives.org to  
learn more about MCF and  
to make a contribution. 

President: 
Kathy Pederson 

Vice President(s): 
Melissa Nimke 
Andrew Petzold 

Treasurer: 
Trish McEnerney 

Secretary: 
Julie Petri 

 

Immediate Past 
President: 
Jim Jurack 

Directors:         
James Button 
Jennifer Flierl              
Sally Lyne 
Linda Maly 
Vanessa Nerbun 
Jane Wierzba  

2015-2016 Board 
Of DIRECTORS 

MT HisTorical socieTy

McF board members Kathy Pederson and Jim Button were 
pleased to present a check to the Mequon-Thiensville Historical 
society as a grant for purchase of new archival shelving and 
storage units.  accepting the check on behalf of the Historical 
society were President Bob Blazich, along with board members 
steve French and Fay Walker.

The Historical society recently moved to a new location with bright, 
open concept office space.  Displays feature area farm families, 
Fromm-Nieman silver Fox Farms, paintings, photographs, 
newspaper clippings, a furnished Victorian dollhouse made by a 
local resident, and glass negatives and prints from the 1800s.

Preserving and remembering our history enhances the quality of 
life in our community.

Save the Date June 6, 2017
Sixth Annual Pillars of the Community Luncheon

Save the Date June 5, 2018
7th Annual Pillars of the Community Luncheon

7,
2018

LeRoy Bessler

Richard Janezic

EVERY BREATH YOU TAKE
Every breath you take….might be due to the foresight and generosity 
of one Mequon neighbor.

Desiring to remain anonymous, this individual reached out to 
the Mequon Community Foundation (MCF) and Mequon Pizza 
Company to coordinate an event to raise funds to benefit the paid- 
on-call volunteers of the City of Mequon Fire Department. The 
event raised $2,500, which allowed the Fire Department to purchase 
a McGrath Mac video laryngoscope for one its three ambulances. 
This state-of-the-art device, previously found only in emergency 
rooms, uses a small video camera and monitor to assist paramedics 
in the highly complex task of placing a breathing tube into patients 
who are not breathing on their own.

The newly purchased laryngoscope has already saved the life of one 
Mequon resident. While no one plans on needing a laryngoscope, 
it provides us all peace of mind to know that the Mequon Fire 
Department has a laryngoscope available. “We are grateful to the 
anonymous resident and to the generous local donors that made it 
possible for us to purchase this special equipment,” said Mequon 
Fire Department Chief David Bialk.  MCF President Kathy Pederson 
echoed Chief Bialk’s sentiment about the kind-heartedness of 
Mequon residents. “Because of the strong sense of community and 
desire to identify projects that benefit all Mequon residents, MCF 
and its community partners are able to help maintain high-quality 
institutions, facilities and services.”

If you also appreciate the level of commitment and inherent value 
our volunteer firefighters add to the safety of our community, help 
the Mequon Community Foundation reach our goal of $5,500 by 
making a gift to assist with the purchase of two more laryngoscopes 
so that all three Fire Department ambulances are outfitted with these 
life-saving devices. Visit www.mcfgives.org to make your gift now!
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Mequon community foundation 

P.O. Box 52    

Mequon, WI  53092 

2014 MCF Happenings 

Jonathan Clark House 
 

Save	  the	  Date	  June	  2,	  2015:	  	  
Fourth	  Annual	  Pillars	  of	  the	  Community	  Luncheon	  

Culture 

“Vero”, Mequon Police K9 Unit 
 

Safety 

Rennicke Field Scoreboard 
 

Recreation Pillars of the Community Luncheon 
 

Community 

See more at www.mcfgives.org  
for other current happenings. 
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The Mequon community Foundation recognized 
Christopher and Daniel Doerr with its fifth annual 
Pillars of the community award.

The brothers followed in their father’s footsteps as 
they launched numerous successful businesses over 
the years.  even more significant, they consistently 
shared the fruits of their success with the community.

Those contributions included major gifts to 
columbia st. Mary’s ozaukee Hospital.  The 
hospital opened its new  addition in 2002, featuring 
the two-story Doerr atrium.  In 2011 the Doerr 
Family  Newborn intensive care Unit opened at the 
Mequon hospital.

Continued on Page 2

Article reprinted with permission from the News Graphic

PILLARS EVENT HONORS DOERR BROTHERS

MEQUON — The Mequon
Community Foundation June
7 recognized Christopher and
Daniel Doerr with its fifth
annual Pillars of the Commu-
nity Award.

The brothers followed in
their father’s footsteps as they
launched numerous successful
businesses over the years.
Even more significant, they
consistently shared the fruits
of their success with the com-
munity.

Those contributions includ-
ed major gifts to Columbia St.
Mary’s Ozaukee Hospital. The
hospital opened its new addi-
tion in 2002, featuring the two-
story Doerr Atrium. In 2011, the Doerr Family Newborn Inten-
sive Care Unit opened at the Mequon hospital.

During the award presentation before 140 people at the Con-
cordia Center for Environmental Stewardship on the Concor-
dia University Wisconsin campus, James Jurack, the Mequon
Community Foundation’s immediate past president, said
causes such as these were selected because they provided a
direct benefit to the more than 1,300 employees of Leeson
Electric Co., which the brothers started.

The Doerr Tradition of Caring award carries on their
efforts to support the hospital and community. It recognizes
individuals who demonstrated exceptional generosity
through volunteerism or financial support of Columbia St.
Mary’s and the communities in Ozaukee County.

The brothers spoke separately prior to accepting the award. 
“Mequon, Grafton, Cedarburg – all of southeast Ozaukee

County – has been very special in my life and Dan’s life,”
Christopher Doerr said, noting at one point they operated
seven manufacturing facilities in the area. 

Christopher Doerr
said he has lived in
Mequon long enough to
remember a time when
there was not yet an
interstate highway, and
fox farms lined Highland
Road. He said Mequon
has come a long way to
get to the Town Center
development now tak-
ing shape.

“I’ve seen a lot of
changes and they’ve all
been positive,” he said.
“It’s been a terrific
place to live – and we’ve
been blessed to raise
five children here.”

Daniel Doerr said the
MCF recognition was a
bigger deal than he
imagined.

“Both of us are very
humbled that the
Mequon Community
Foundation would think
enough of us to present
this award,” he said.

He said he and his
brother learned about philanthropy from their parents.

“We’ve learned to give to those who have nothing when you
have more,” he said. “One of the greatest thing our parents
taught us was to give.”

Daniel Doerr said he also has supported causes in other
communities where they have a business presence, including
Saukville, Black River Falls and Neillsville. He said provid-
ing scholarships to students at St. Norbert College has been
particularly meaningful when he receives letters from recipi-
ents who tell him they otherwise would not have been able to
continue their education.

“Once you write the check and you give it away, it comes
back to you in spades,” he said.

The Mequon Community Foundation previously has given
its Pillars of the Community Award to the Sommers family in
2012, former Mequon Mayor Christine Nuernberg in 2013,
Richard R. Pieper Sr. in 2014 and the Rennicke family in 2015.
More information on MCF and its work is available online at
www.mcfgives.org.

Photo by Mark Justesen

The Doerr brothers, Christopher, left, and Daniel accept the Pillars of the
Community Award from Mequon Community Foundation President Kathy
Pederson at a celebration held June 7.

Humble recipients
Pillars of the
Community

Award goes to
Doerr brothers

Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Ozaukee County’s Newspaper Since 1883
NEWS GRAPHIC

Visit our website:
www.MCFgives.org to learn 
more about MCF and to make a 
contribution.
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The Mequon Community Foundation 
(MCF) is a 501(c)(3) organization that 
undertakes projects which enhance 
the quality of life in the City. Since its 
founding in 1999, MCF has raised and 
distributed over $700,000 through the 
charitable giving of the generous residents 
and businesses of Mequon.  A great big 
“thank you” to all of our donors!

ABoUt MCF

CoNNeCt
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rotary Park. MCF has sponsored projects including 
Concerts on the Green and the Memory Garden.

Katherine Kearney Carpenter Park. The Park was 
donated to Mequon in 1967, with the condition that 
it be used as a public park, and without restriction to 
children and pets. MCF has provided $17K for the 
upkeep of this park area. 

river Barn Park. MCF contributed $300K for the 
construction of the Sommer Pavilion, playground 
equipment, and ongoing maintenance.

Mequon Nature Preserve.  The Preserve is an 
ongoing project, with MCF donating $34K to help 
restore the land to its original and natural habitat of 
deciduous forests and wetlands.

Weyenberg Library. MCF has donated more than 
$10K to support the summer reading and children’s 
literacy programs at the Library. 

rotary riverwalk. In partnership with Rotary, 
MCF has contributed over $10K to fund physical 
improvements to the Riverwalk, as well as attract 
more visitors.

Mequon thiensville Historical society.  MCF grants 
funded purchase of archival materials and an event 
with historian John Gurda.

Historic Jonathan Clark House. MCF has helped 
support the House, which is listed on the US National 
Register of Historic Places. It was built by Clark in 
1848, the same year Wisconsin became a State.

Mequon’s sixth Pillar
Stan Smith celebrated

MEQUON — Stan Smith’s career with
Wisconsin Bell took him and his family all
over Wisconsin.

He, his wife Babs and their three chil-
dren moved to Mequon 40 years ago this
month. The family put down roots and got
involved in all aspects of the community.
While his two sons and daughter spread
across the country, starting careers and
raising families, Stan and Babs stayed
put. Babs passed away Feb. 17; the Smiths
were married 59 years.

Stan Smith was honored Tuesday
before an audience of 160 with the
Mequon Community Foundation’s sixth
annual Pillars of the Community Award.

As he accepted the award during a
luncheon at Concordia University Wis-
consin, Smith said he was humbled to be
recognized alongside prior recipients,
who include the Sommers family, former
Mequon Mayor Christine Nuernberg,
Richard R. Pieper Sr., the Rennicke fami-
ly and Christopher and Daniel Doerr.

When he received a call last November
from MCF President Kathy Pederson, he
said he was surprised.

“Certainly, I did not see how I fit in with
that group,” he said.

However, James Jurack, MCF’s imme-
diate past president, who conducted the
presentation, made it clear Smith’s con-
tributions have touched virtually every
corner of the community.

Smith chaired a committee that helped
launch the Mequon Town Center. He
helped start the Mequon-Thiensville Sun-
rise Rotary Club and served in many
roles over the years. He’s received
Rotary’s higest award. He’s served as
executive director of Gathering on the
Green and Family Fun Before the Fourth.
He’s been a board member of the
Mequon-Thiensville Chamber of Com-
merce and has been active in numerous
capacities with Crossroads Presbyterian
Church in Mequon. He has served on
Mequon’s Economic Development Board.

Smith said that shortly after his family
moved to Mequon there was a huge con-
troversy regarding a state proposal to
build a prison on the land along Lake

Michigan where the CUW campus now is
situated.

He said he thought to himself, “I need to

be involved here and stay close to what’s
going on.”

While the prison proposal was aban-
doned, it perhaps had the fortuitous side-
result of sparking Smith’s community
involvement and service in a multitude of
organizations.

Smith modestly said the credit for
much of his involvement really belongs
to those with whom he worked. For
instance, he said all Rotarians were heav-
ily involved in plans to build Rotary Park
and the Rotary Riverwalk, which fit
hand-in-glove with the Town Center ini-
tiative.

“We are proud of our club’s accom-
plishments,” he said.

He added he is happy to see how the
Town Center has grown. Smith served on
a committee Mayor Nuernberg formed in
1999 to look at possibilities for growing

the area. The committee, under his lead-
ership, ran until 2010 when it was dis-
banded because work on the project was
well under way. He added he is especially
pleased at the way Mequon and
Thiensville have cooperated.

“It’s been a real pleasure to me to see
the cooperation between the two commu-
nities, both elected officials and staffs,”
he said.

He added the Rotary is eager to get
involved in efforts to build a “gateway
feature” at the intersection of Mequon
and Cedarburg roads in the heart of the
Town Center.

Smith said he was pleased that his two
sons, his daughter and their spouses all
were able to attend Tuesday’s celebra-
tion. He added his wife knew the honor
was in the works.

“I miss Babs and I know she was look-
ing forward to this event,” he said, adding
that she always provided support and
encouragement and helped get their fami-
ly situated during the many moves early
in his career.

As Smith concluded, he again said the
honor really belongs to many in the com-
munity.

“This showcases the work of many peo-
ple for many years,” he said.

Smith

Thursday, June 8, 2017

Ozaukee County’s Newspaper Since 1883
NEWS GRAPHIC
$1

Photos by Mark Justesen

Stan Smith, center, is pictured with his Pillars of
the Community Award and Mequon Community
Foundation Immediate Past President James A.
Jurack and President Kathy Pederson.

Pillars event Honors stan smith

in Honor of stan smith
John Hawkins
Eric & Lori Lorenz
Betty Ann Rennicke
Lucinda Shallock
Brad Smith
Jack & Germaine Spooner Living Trust
Jim & Carol Wiensch
James and Claudia Youngquist
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MCF Projects and Contributions  
Learn how MCF has contributed to the quality of life for the residents of Mequon. 
Rotary Park. MCF has sponsored events 
including City of Mequon Concerts on the  
Green and the Memory Garden. 
Katherine Kearney Carpenter Park. The 

Park was donated to Mequon in 1967, with 
the condition that it be used as a public 
park, and without restriction to children and 
pets. MCF has provided $17K for the 
upkeep of this park area.  
 
River Barn Park. MCF contributed $300K 
for the construction of the Sommer 
Pavilion, playground equipment, and for 
ongoing maintenance. 
 

Mequon Nature Preserve.  The Preserve 
is an ongoing project, with MCF donating 
$34K to help restore the land to its original 
and natural habitat of deciduous forests 
and wetlands. 
 
Weyenberg Library. MCF has donated 
more than $10K to support the summer 
reading and children’s literacy programs at 
the Library. 

Rotary Riverwalk. The Riverwalk is a 
joint project of 2 sections of the Mequon 
Rotary Club. MCF has contributed over 
$10K to fund physical improvements to the 
Riverwalk, as well as attract more visitors. 

 
Mequon Thiensville Historical Society.  
MCF grants funded purchase of archival 
materials and an event with historian John 
Gurda. 
 
Historic Jonathan Clark House. MCF 
has helped support the House, which is 
listed on the US National Register of 
Historic Places. It was built by Clark in 
1848, the same year Wisconsin became a 
State. 
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Article reprinted with permission from the News Graphic.
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Thomas & Laury Anstett
Kathleen & Bardford Bailey
Michelle & Staven Bersell
David & Cindy Bock
James Ehnert
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Louise Fuhry
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David & Maria Hart
Mary McIntyre

Catherine Muller
John & Martha Prince
Jack Spooner
Mark & Kelly Spooner
Michael Spooner
Cheryle Rebholz
Deborah Stone
Nancy H. Ubick
Thomas Vande Zande
Patricia Vogt

in Memory of richard Byrne, M.d.
Mary Ann Byrne

in Memory of robert W. reece
Jack & Germaine Spooner Living Trust


